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Time 


Place 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING AND MEMBER'S NIGHT 


MONDAY. MAY 12. 1980 AT 8:00 P.M . 


Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium, 

680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 

All members are urged to attend and receive the reports of the offi- * 
cers and directors and to approve the annual reports of the club. 

A new slate of officers and directors for the 1980-1981 season will 
be presented, and members are reminded that nominations may be made from 
the floor. However, only members in good standing who have signified a 
willingness to act, may have their names presented. 

After the business session, an evening of slide and film presentat¬ 
ions will be given by members of the club. If you have something that 
you would like to share with your fellow members, please contact Ford 
Smith at 634-5821 before the meeting. A 10 or 12 minutes slide presentat¬ 
ion on any nature subject or club activity would be ideal. Or if you have * 
something to put on display, bring it along. This is your night. 

Refreshments will be available afterwards as usual. Stay and meet 
your fellow members on this last indoor meeting of the season. Visitors 
are always welcome! 

*##*?;•****#***#****#* **************#******4Hi-***tt******** ************************ 


MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

MEMBERSHIPS fall into the following categories: Life - $200.00; 

Contributing - $20.00; Active - $10.00; Joint (husband and wife) - 
$12.00; Student - $3.00; Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from 
Hamilton) and Senior Citizens - $5.00. 

For further information contact our Membership Secretary, Miss 
Phyllis Vair, 1854 Main St. West, Apt. #514, Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1H8 
or phone 529-4784. 

SUMI'iER FIELD EVENTS 

A full schedule of outdoor events has been drawn up for the summer months 
on pages 127-129 of this issue. Keep these pages handy for reference this summer. 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB EXECUTIVE - 1979-00 


President 
Past President 
1st Vice Pres. 
2nd Vice Pres, 
Programme 
Treasurer 
Secretary 


- Mr. Robert Curry. 92 Hostein Dr.,Ancaster,Ontario L9G 2S7 

- Mr. James Dowall.,29 Emerson St. .Hamilton .Ontario LOS 2X2 

- Miss Hazel Broker. 52 Paisley Ave..S..Hamilton,Ont.LOS 1V3 

- Mr. Ford Smith. 360 Torrance St.,#708,Burlington,Ont.L7R 2R9 
" Mr. Verne Evans, 2164 Surmybrook Ct..Oakville.Ont. L6L 1P4 

- Mr. John Heaslip, 3 Grandview Ct.,Dundas,Ontario L9H 5CC 


Miss Phyllis Vair, 1054 Main St.W.,#514,Hamilton,Ont. LOS 1HC 

Mr. Wm.A.Tindale, R,R.#2, Campbellville.Ont. LOP 1B0 

Mrs. Marion Shivas. 1C Rowanwood Ave.,Dundas, Ont. LSH 4E1 

Mr. Bruce Duncan, Box 512.Caledonia,Ontario N0A 1A0 

Mr. Roh Hepworth, 259 Euston Road,Burlington,Ont. L7L 4V0 

Mr. Bruce Mackenzie,West Flamboro P.O.,Ontario LOR 2K0 

Ms. Shirley Klement,1375 Mountain Grove Ave.,Burlington L7P 2H1 


WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 
Mrs. Margaret T. Bailey, 5 Bertram Dr., Dundas,Ont. L9I-I 4T1 

(Mr. & Mrs.) Hilda & Frank Birch, 30 Sanford Ave. ,S.', #1022,Hamilton,Ont.L0M 3M3 
Mr, Robert Fraser, 526 Upper Paradise Rd. .Hamilton, Ont. LSC 5E3 . 

(Mr. & Mrs.) Gail & William' Birch, 204 Lime Kiln'Road.Ancaster,Ont, L9G 3P6 
Lisa Birch Lori Birch 

Ms. Sharon HaddoW,,34 Tivoli Drive,Hamilton,Ont,„- ; LSC 2E4 

(Dr. & Mrs.) Jean 6c Garnet Hyslop , 819 Ryraal Rd.,E..Hamilton,Ont, LCW 1B6 
Mr.-6c Mrs. -Douglas MacDonald, 10 Meadowvale Ave.Stohey Creek,drib. LOG 2L8 
Mr. Clifford Reid, 395 Bryant Court, Burlington, Ontario L7L 3Z4 
Mr. James Szegeny, 526 Upper Paradise Rd..Hamilton,Ontario L9C 5E3 
Mrs. Coleen Toll, 7 - 75 Wentworth St. S. ■,Hamilton,Ontario L8N..2Y6 
Miss Betty Williamson, 325 Delav?are Ave,,Burlington,Ontario L7R 3B3 


- - Directors - >- - 
Membership 
Publicity 
Sanctuary 
Conservation 
Wood Duck EditoP 
Field Events 
Social 
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128 - May Wednesday Evening Nature Walks 

- Tuesday Evening Walks at 6:30 p.m. 

129 - Report of General Meeting Held on April 14, 1980 

130 - Bird Species, Only 13 From Extinction, Set For Captivity 

131 - Noteworthy Bird Records 

135 - Books Donated To The Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

136 - Events At the RBG 

137 - How Many -Great Blue Herons Are There in Ontario 
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SPRING & SUMMER, 1900 


SATURDAY, MY 3 AT 9:00 a.m. 

Short Hills Sanctuary - Review the research done by our leader for our own 
club in this wilderness area. Meet at the Eastgate Square parking lot, 
south-east corner * 

Leader: Craig Campbell 1-519-005-0932 

SATURDAY, MAY 10 at 9:00 a.m . 

Walnfleet Bog - Last year we found a Massasauga Rattlesnake and Marsh Hawk 
nests, Meet at the Bartlett Road interchange on the south side of the Q.E.W. 
Bring a lunch! Bug repellent may be needed* 

Leader: George Myers Grimsby 945-4217 

SUNDAY, MY 18 ALL DAY 

Spring Bird Count - Volunteers are needed for this annual event. No fee is 
required. Phone for territories. 

Compiler: Ted Dinniwell Hamilton 309-3416 

SATURDAY, MAY 31 at 8;30 a.m. 

Spring in Spooky Hollow !Come and explore our sanctuary in Norfolk County 
and learn to identify the flowers and ferns. Bring a lunch and wear 
waterproof footwear. Meet at the Mountain Plaza, Upper James and Fennel 
In Hamilton at 8:30 a.m. or at Spooky Hollow at 10 a.m. 

Leader; Art Runnells Hamilton 561-4191 

SUNDAY, JUNE 8 at G;15 a.m . 

Glen Morris, Grand Valley and Dickson Wilderness Areas : Many interesting 
birds to be sighted. Waterproof footwear and mosquito repellent should 
be brought along. Pack a lunch! Meet at the Austrian Village Restaurant 
at Hwy.#5 and Hwy. #24, north of Brantford. 

Leader: Bruce Duncan Caledonia 765-3322 

SATURDAY, JUNE 14 at 4;30 a.m . 

Dawn Chorus in the Beverly Swamp : Take a note on the time, for all of you 
early birds. Will end up at Valens Lake and have breakfast. Food will 
be supplied. Bring your own refreshments. Members wishing to attend should 
call the leader or the Field Events Director before-hand for planning 
purposes. Meet at the M.T.C. yard at Hwy.#52 and Hwy.#C. Bring bug 
repellent. 

Leader: Bob Curry Ancaster 640-6095 

SATURDAY, JUNE 21 at 7:00 a.m. 


Byron Bog-London ; Visit a most unique area. Bring a lunch, rubber boots 
and insect repellent. Meet at the Dominion Store at the corner of King St.W. 
and Paradise. We will try to pool the cars. 

Leader: Hazel Broker Hamilton 527-0333 

SATURDAY, JULY 19 at 9:00 a.m . 

Halton County Forests : Flowers, ferns and birds. Meet in the parking lot 
of Dundurn Castle, Hamilton at 9 a.m. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Hazel Broker Hamilton 527-0333 
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MAY WEDNESDAY EVENING NATURE WALKS 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 1980 at 6;30 p.m . 

Meet at the Ancaster Swimming Pool, Jerseyville Road (opposite the ball park) 
Leader: Bruce Mackenzie Dundas 627-0540 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 1900 at 6;30 p.m . 

Meet at the R.B.G. Children's Garden House, Oak Knoll Ave., Hamilton 
Leader: John Olmsted Hamilton 522-0409 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21, 1980 at 6;30 p.m. 

Mount Nemo. Meet in the parking lot corner Guelph Line and Colling Road 
Burlington. 

Leader: Hazel Broker Hamilton 527-0333 

WEDNESDAY MAY 20, 1900 at 6;30 p.m . 

Meet at the R.B.G. Rock Chapel Parking Lot on Rock Chapel Road 

Leader: Shirley Klement Burlington 634-0062 


TUESDAY EVENING WALKS AT 6:30 P.M . 

This is a series of get-togethers on summer evenings to stroll through different 
habitats, enjoy the company of others in the club and to pool knowledge for the 
interest of all. Walks begin promptly at 6;30 p.m. 

Meeting Places: 

KING'S FOREST. JUNE 3, 1900 

At the parking lot at Albion Falls, Mountain Brow Blvd.,Hamilton 
Leader: Charlie Zimmerman Ancaster 640-6250 

A HIDDEN RAVINE IN DUNDAS VALLEY, JUNE 10, 1900 

At the school on Weir's Lane just off IIwy.G in West Flamborough 

Leader: Bruce Mackenzie Dundas 627-0540 

N ORTH SHORE TRAILS, JUNE 17, 1900 

At the parking lot at the arboretum on the north shore of the marsh. Entrance 
off the Old Guelph Road. 

Leaders: Mary and Norm Pomfret Hamilton 305-2005 

DUNDAS VALLEY, JUNE 24, 1900 

At the parking lot corner of Main St.(Hwy.#8) and Governor's Rd., Dundas 
Leaders: Barbara and Ian Reid Dundas 620-0329 

TWISS ROAD PONDS, JULY 0, 1900 

At the parking lot at the bottom of the steep hill on Twiss Road,Burlington 
(north of Kilbride) Waterproof footwear and insect repellent, 

Leader: Ron Hepworth Burlington 632-7694 

TREES AND SHRUBS, JULY 15, 1900 

At the parking lot 030 Mineral Springs Road, Ancaster 

Leader: Bill Gilmour Hamilton 522-2064 

ESCARPMENT EAST OF HIGHWAY 20, JULY 22, 1900 

On Hwy. 20 at the top of the escarpment. There is a flat area on the west 
side for parking 

Leader: Hazel Broker Hamilton 527-0333 

HAMILTON BEACH, JULY 29, 1900 

At the parking lot on Van Wagner's Beach Road(ju3t opposite the water pumping 
station-orange roof) 

Leader: Art Runnells Hamilton 561-4191 
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TUESDAY EVENING WALKS AT 6;30 P.M.(continued ) 

EAST BANK BRONTE CREEK, AUGUST 5, 1900 

At the Go-Bus Station at Bronte (in the Bronte Exit ramp from the Q.E.W.) 
Leader: Art Runnells Hamilton 561-4191 

PUSLINCH WETLANDS, AUGUST 12, 1980 

At corner of Hwy, 97 and Brock Rd. just south of Freelton 

Leader: Bruce Mackenzie Dundas 627-0540 

MILLGROVE GARDEN SUPPLY, AUGUST 19, 1900 
At the Junction of Highway 6 and Millgrove Road 

Leader: Ron Hepworth Burlington 632-7694 

DUNDAS VALLEY TRAILS, AUGUST 26, 1900 

In the parking lot at the Dundas Valley Trail Centre off Hwy.#99, Dundas 
Leader: Charlie Zimmerman Ancaster 640-6250 


REPORT OP GENERAL MEETING OP THE H.N.G. HELD AT THE R. B.G. C ENTR E ON APRIL 14 x _1 9gO 


A good crowd turned out to hear Dr. John Krug's presentation entitled "Ident¬ 
ification of Fleshy Fungi" in spite of the monsoon-like weather conditions. Dr. 

Krug is on the teaching staff at the University of Toronto and also provides a 
valuable service to the public in aiding in the identification of edible mushrooms. 

Our president Bob Curry opened the meeting reminding people of the Niagara 
Escarpment Commission's preliminary hearings being held in Ancaster. He called on 
the general membership to monitor developments in these hearings and encouraged 
members to make their feelings known to the N.E.C. on our behalf supporting the plan. 
If you wish to make a comment to the N.E.C., do so in writing to : 

The Niagara Escarpment Commission, 

c/o Mr. ¥. ¥. Howing, 

Box 7, MacDonald Block, 

Queen's Park, Toronto, Ont. M7A 1N3. 

Bob called on Marion Shivas, our Sanctuary Committee chairperson to bring us 
up to date on the hearings for the rezoning of the property adjacent to our Spooky 
Hollow Sanctuary. She reported that the presentation made by our delegation con¬ 
cerning this natter aided greatly in the rezoning being refused. But appeals are 
pending and continuing pressure on particular people is necessary. If you have not 
already written your letter, please send it to : 

Mr. Ron Corbett, Planner, 
Development Control Division 
Regional Administration Building, 
Box 601, Simcoe, Ont. NOA 1E0 

It was also reported that Hazel Broker is well on her way to organizing the 
Wed. evenihg hikes for the month of May as well as the Tuesday evening summer out¬ 
ings. These will be included in the Wood Duck. 

Mr. Ford Smith introduced the evening's speaker, Dr. John Krug. His present¬ 
ation was well organized and copiously illustrated with beautiful slides. 

The fungi that were illustrated in his slides were all indigenous to the Nia¬ 
gara Peninsula and southern Ontario which made his presentation even more topical 
to the members of the H.N.C. 

Characteristics of cup, cap, pore, toothed, puff ball and stinkhorn fungi were 
stated and many slides of each were used to aid us in the recognition of the larger 

(continued on page 140) 
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BIRD SPECIES, ONLY 13 FROM EXTINCTION , SET FOR CAPTIVIT Y 


By William Steif (Scripps-Iloward Staff Writer) - Washington 

For the first time aver, Government biologists want to capture entire 
species of a bird to prevent its extinction. 

It may be too late. There are only 13 dusky seaside sparrows known to exist. 

Three of the one- ounce songbirds were captured last fall and placed in the 
Florida Game Commission's breeding lab at Gainesville, Fla. The other 10 are 
in three tiny colonies at the 6000-acre National Wildlife Refuge near Cape 
Canaveral, Fla. They've produced no offspring for several years; no couiting 
behaviour has been observed, Some biologists speculate there are no females 
left. 

But the state game commission has asked the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
for permission, under the Endangered Species Act, to capture the 10 birds known 
to exist and Federal, state and Audubon Society officials hope there may be a 
few more, including females. 

The idea is to' prevent further losses and to experiment with freeze-drying 
sperm in order to fertilize eggs artifically. 

"This would be the first conscious attempt to take all of a species in 
captivity," according to Paul Opler, of the Office of Endangered species. 

The dusky is brown, black,white and has brilliant yellow spots. Though its 
weight is less than an ounce, it has a wingspan of eight inches. It eats insects 
and seeds from marsh grasses and doesn't migrate. 

That's the problem. The duskies, first discovered in 1872, were plentiful 
until the mid 1950's, when more than 4,000 were counted. Since then, dikes, 
flooding, insecticides, cattle grazing and wildfires have nearly wiped out the 
sparrows' habitat. In I960 there were fewer than 700,in 1977 afaout 50,in 1978 
onl£ 24. 

Two of the duskies in captivity have, been identified as males. Jay Sheppard, 
a biologist with the Office of Endangered Species, said the third captive bird's 
sex had not yet been established. 

"If it sings,"he said,"we'11 know it's a male"-only the males sing. 

"Females are far more reclusive,"he added,"and that's why we may be too 
pessimistic about the existence of females." 

If the Federal agency OK's the effort, state biologists probably will try 
to capture the birds this summer, during the nesting season. Federal, state 
and Audubon Society biologists will conduct a thorough survey of the area this 
spring. 

The state commission Iasi: year received a $73,500 Federal grant to carry out 
its recovery plan for the duskies and another $53,300 grant has been 0K"d for 
1980, The Fish and Wildlife Service already has produced sandhill cranes, 
another endangered species, by freeze-drying sperm and inseminating eggs at 
the service's Patuxent Wildlife Research Center in Mainland. 

(submitted by Bob Doering from the Knoxville News-Sentinel, April 6/80) 
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Vol. 33j No. 9 

' X!l '' * rt ‘’ '' " NOTEWORTHY BIRD' RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to April 20, 1980 - 146 


* - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
NlY - indicates a nest containing one juvenile 


Common Loon 

Mar. 

16 * 

2 over Grimsby 

George Meyers 

Red-necked Grebe 

Mar. 

30* 

30 Lake off Burlington 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Horned Grebe 

Mar. 

19F 

1 Lake off Beach Strip 

David Agro 


Mar. 

23 

2 west end of Bay 

Denis & Jean Crankshaw 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Apr. 

1* 

1 Bronte Creek 

Mark Jennings 


Apr. 

4 

2 , 1 Fifty Point; E. Bay 

McLaughlin; Westmore 

Double-crested 

Apr. 

4 

1 East end of Bay 

Bob Westmore 

Cormorant 

Apr. 

20F 

2 over Gibson's Point 

Dave Copeland et al. 

Great Blue Heron 

Mhr. 

20F 

1 over Gibson's Point 

James Dowall 


Apr. 

4 

31 Lake at Gray's Road 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Great Egret 

Mar. 

29* 

3 Van Wagner's Beach 

Verne Evans 


Apr. 

4 

1 Van Wagner's Beach 

Bob Westmore 

Mute Swan 

Mar. 

16 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

David Agro 

Whistling Swan 

Mar. 

17 

13 over Gibson's Point 

Michael Clark 


Mar. 

17 

31 over Oriskany, Cayuga 

Mike Furber 


Mar. 

17 

50 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 


Mar. 

IS 

22 W over Dundas Marsh 

Gerald Chappie 


Mar. 

20 

2 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 


Mar. 

20 

33 over Oriskany, Cayuga 

Mike Furber 


Mar. 

21 

150 Bay at Eagle Drive 

F. Hutton, G. Norths 


Mar. 

22 

57 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Mar. 

23 

33 over High Level Bridge McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


Apr. 

5 

18 over North Shore 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Gadwall 

Mar. 

29 

4 Dundas Hydro Station 

Denis & Jean Crankshaw 

Pintail 

Mar. 

15 

2 Bay off Stelco 

Michael Clark 


Mar. 

29 

4 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Green-winged Teal 

Apr. 

5F 

1 Dundas Marsh willows 

David Agro 

Blue-winged Teal 

Mhr. 

20* 

5 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 


Mar. 

29 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Apr. 

5 

8 Dundas Marsh 

Denis & Jean Crankshaw 

Baldpate 

Mar. 

20F 

8 Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 


Apr. 

12 

5 Green Mountain Road 

Robert Waldhuber 

Northern Shoveler 

Mhr. 

30* 

2 East end of Bay 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Wood Duck 

Mar. 

20* 

6 Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 


Apr. 

8 

2 Slote Rd., Copetown 

William I. Campbell 

Redhead 

Mhr. 

15 

10 Beach Canal 

Michael Clark 


Mar. 

19 

14 Woodland Cemetery 

David Agro 

Ring-necked Duck 

Mar. 

18F 

4 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 


Mar. 

22 

6 Woodland Cemetery 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Apr. 

12 

7 Gr-en Mountain Road 

Robert Waldhuber 

Canvasback 

Mar. 

19F 

1 East end of Bay 

David Agro 


Apr. 

4 

60 Lake at Grimsby 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Apr. 

13 

75 Woodland Cemetery 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Greater Scaup 

Apr. 

4F 

300 North Shore of Bay 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Apr. 

7 

1000 East end of Bay 

Bob Westmore 

Bufflehead 

Apr. 

4 

4 Dry Lake, W of Cayuga 

Mike Furber 

White-winged 

Apr. 

4F 

15 Lake at Gray's Road 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Scoter 

Apr. 

6 

60 Confederation Park 

James Dowall 
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Ruddy Duck 

Mar. 

22F 

4 Woodland Cemetery 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Apr. 

C^\ 

1—. 

•N 

ir\ 

2, 3 Dundas Marsh 

Crankshows; D. Agro 

Hooded Merganser 

Mar. 

18F 

5 Dundas Hydro Station 

David Agro 


Mar. 

22 

6 Van Wagner's Beach 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Red-breasted 

Mar. 

27F 

7 over Gibson's Point 

George Meyers . 

Merganser 

Apr. 

4 

500 Lake Ontario at Grimsby Bob Westmore 

Turkey Vulture 

Mhr. 

19# 

1 Gibson's Point 

Walter Klabunde 


Mar. 

27 

1 Gibson's Point 

George Meyers 


Apr. 

4 

4 Gibson's Point 

Bob Westmore 


Apr. 

5 

10 South Oriskany, Cayuga Mike Furber 


Apr. 

5 

310 Gibson's Point 

Michael Clark 


Apr. 

5 

176 Dundas Hydro Station 

Denis & Jean Crankshaw 


Apr.17, 18 

7; 22 Gibson's Point 

Klabunde, Laughton 


Apr. 

19 

36 Gibson's Point 

George Meyers 

Black Vulture 

Apr. 

4* 

1 Slote Road, Copetown 

William I. Campbell 

Goshawk 

Mar. 

7# 

1 Gibson's Point 

Walter Klabunde 


Mar. 

22 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Denis & Jean Crankshaw 


Mar. 

27 

7 2 Gibson's Point 

H. Axtell, Klabunde 


Apr. 

6 

1 Grassies 

Dowall, Evans, Ridout 


Apr. 

7 

1 Gibson's Point 

Dave Copeland 


Apr. 

17 

1 Grimsby 

George Meyers 

Sharp-s binned 

Mar. 

18* 

2 Gibson's Point 

Robert Curry 

Hawk 

Apr. 

5 

10 Gibson's Point 

Michael Clark 


Apr. 

17 

251 Gibson's Point 

Klabunde, Laughton 


Apr. 

18 

57 Gibson's Point 

Jack Laughton 


Apr. 

19 

460 Gibson's Point 

Meyers, Whitworth 

Cooper 1 s H awk 

Mar. 

17 

1 Gibson's Point 

Michael Clark 


Mar. 

28 

8 Gibson's Point 

H. Axtell, Klabunde 


Apr. 

5 

13 Gibson's Point 

George Meyers 


Apr. 

19 

8 Gibson's Point 

Gerry Whitworth 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Mar. 

19 

400 Gibson's Point 

Dave Copeland 


Mar. 

20 

436 Gibson's Point 

James Dowall 


Apr. 

7 : 

2 dark phase Gibson's Point 

Dave Copeland 


Apr. 

19 

36 Gibson's Point 

Gerry Whitworth 

Red-shoulde red 

Mar, 

17 

1 Gibson's Pc jin t 

Michael Clark 

H awk 

Mar. 

20 

146 Gibson's Point 

James Dowall 


Mar, 

23 

103 Gibson's Point 

Dave Copeland 


Mar. 

26 

57 Gibson's Point 

Walter Klabunde 


Mar. 

27 

62 Gibson's Point 

Axtell, Klabunde 


Mar. 

30 

53 Gibson's Point 

Dave Copeland 


Apr.17, 18 

2, 9 Gibson's Point 

Klabunde, Laught on 


Apr. 

19 

6 Gibson's Point 

Gerry Whitw orth 

Broad-winged H awk 

Apr. 

5 

1 Gibson's Point 

Bob Westmore 


Apr. 

17 

6 Grimsby 

Meyers; Laughton 


Apr. 

18 

7 Gibson's Point 

Laughton, Meyers 


Apr. 

19 

110 Gibson's Point 

Whitworth, Meyers 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Mhr. 

17 

2 Gibson's Point 

Michael Clark 


Apr. 

4, 19 

1, 1 Gibson's Point 

Westmore; Meyers 

G olden Eagle 

Mar. 

2 8* 

1 ad. Vinemount 

Bruce Duncan 


Apr. 

2 

1 Gibson's Point 

Klabunde, Laughton 


Apr. 

5 

1 imm. Vinemount 

Bruce Duncan 


Apr. 

8 

1 Gibson's Point 

Kla.bunde, Laughton 


Apr. 

9 

1 Gibson's Point 

George Meyers 

Bald Eagle 

Mar. 

18# 

1 ad. Gibson's Point 

W. Klabunde 


v — 

• 

28 

1 ?.d. Gibson's Point 

H. Axtell, Klabunde 



f 

1 Gibson's Point 

John PT matpii 
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Bald Eagle 

Apr. 

4 

1 sub- 

•ad. Gibson's Point 

Bob Westmcre 


Apr. 

7 1 

imm. 

Gibson's Pcint 

W. Klabunde 


Apr. 

7 

1 

over East Hamilton 

Bob Westmcre 


Apr. 

19 1 

imm. 

Gibson's Point 

Meyers, Whitworth 

Marsh H awk 

Mar. 

19 

2 

Gibson's Point 

Michael Clark 


Apr. 

5 

6 Gibson's Point 

Michael Clark 


Apr.17, 19 

3, 3 

Gibson's Point 

Laughton, Meyers 


Apr. 

20 

2 

ever Grassies 

Dave Copeland 

Osprey 

Apr. 

4* 

2 

Gibson's Point 

Copeland, Ridcut 


Apr. 

11 

4 Gibson's Point 

W. Klabunde 

American Kestrel 

Mar. 

6 F 

1 

Gibson's Pcint 

Walter Klabunde 


Mar.20, 27 

1, 5 

Gibson's Point 

J. Dowall; H. Axtell 

Ruffed Grouse 

Mar. 

1 

1 

Beamer Cons. Area 

V. Evans, G. Meyers 

Sandhill Crane 

Apr. 

4* 

4 West over Grimsby 

Jack Mclnally 


Apr. 

8 

2 

South over East 21st St. Dorothy Andrus 


Apr. 

19 W 

over Gibson's Pt. 

Axtell, Meyers, Whitworth 

American Coot 

Mar. 

19 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

David Agro 

American Woodcock 

Mar. 

27* 

4 

Upper Homing Road 

Bob Curry 


Mar. 

28 

1 

Shell Pend, Bronte 

Mark Jennings 


Mar. 

31 

2 

S. of Oriiskany, Cayuga Mike Furber 

Common Snipe 

Apr. 

7* 

1 

Smith Road 

Bob Westmore 


Apr. 

13 

1 

Cone. 4 W. Flamboro 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Spotted Sandpiper 

Apr. 

20* 

1 

Shell Pond, Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Greater Yellowleg! 

s Apr. 

13* 

1 

Cone. 4 W. Flamboro 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Lesser Y ellowlegs 

Apr. 

6* 

1 

H agersville 

Bob Westmore 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

Mar. 

27 * 

1 

Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Gt. Black-b. Gull 

Mar. 

29 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Bonaparte 1 s Gull 

Apr. 

5F 

18 

Dundas Marsh 

Denis & Jean Crankshaw 


Apr. 

13 

50 

Woodland Cemetery 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Forster's Tern 

Apr. 

13* 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 

Caspian Tern 

Apr. 

12* 

1 

Lake at Gray's Road 

Robert Waldhuber 

Mourning Dove 

Mhr. 

5F 

2 

Grimsby 

George Meyers 

Great H orned Owl 

Mar. 

27 1 

ad., N1Y S. Oriskany, Cayuga Mike Furber 


Mar. 

29 

2 

Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Mike Furber 

Short-eared Owl 

Feb. 

14 

6 

Mount Hope Airport 

Mike Furber 

Chimney Swift 

Apr. 

19* 

1 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Gerry Whitworth 

Belted Kingfisher 

Mar. 

20F 

1 

Beamer Cons. Area 

James Dowall 


Mar. 

22 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Y ellow-shafted 

Mar. 

16 

3 

University Landing 

David Agro 

Flicker 

Mar. 

27F 

1 

Beamer Cons. Area 

George Meyers 

Pileated WoodpeckerApr. 

5 

1 

Beamer Cons. Area 

fide Dave Copeland 


Apr. 

6 

4 

Westdale Park 

David Agro 

Y .-b. Sapsucker 

Apr. 

9F 

3 

Mtn. Ave. Reservoir 

J. Olmsted, R. Snider 

Eastern Phoebe 

Mhr. 

20 * 

1 

Beamer Cons. Area 

fide Jim Dowall 


Mar. 

23 

1 

Spencer Ck. at Marsh 

John Olmsted 

Tree Swallow 

Mar. 

21 * 

2 

Grand River at Cayuga 

Bruce Duncan 


Mar. 

22 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Apr. 

1 

2 

Beamer Cons. Are a 

Walter Klabunde 


May 

6 

30 

Grand R. at Caledonia 

Bob Westmore 

Bank Swallow 

Apr. 

20 * 

2 

Bronte Harbour 

Mark Jennings 

Rough-w. Swallow 

Apr. 

20 * 

2 

Bronte Harbour 

Mark Jennings 

Bam Swallow 

Apr. 

9* 

1 

Beamer Cons. Area 

George Meyers 


Apr. 

13 

1 

Sassafras Point 

David Agro 

Purple Martin 

Apr. 

5* 

4 

Beamer Cons. Area 

Clark, McLaughlin 


Apr. 

5 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Apr. 

8 

4 

Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 
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Tufted Titmouse 

Mar. 

15 

8 Waterdown 

Ruth Lenz 

Red-breasted Nuthatch Apr. 12# 

1 Shoreacres 

Mark Jennings 

Brown Creeper 

Mar. 

13 

3 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Mar. 

18 

4 Westdale Park 

David Agro 


Apr. 

8 

1 175 Duke Street 

Denis & Jean Crankshaw 

Winter Wren 

Mhr. 

15, 18 

2, 1 Dundas Marsh 

M. Clark; D. Agro 


Apr. 

5 

1 Red Hill Creek 

Kevin McLaughlin 

N orthern 

Mar. 

15 

1 Vinemount 

Bruce Duncan 

Mockingbird 

Mar. 

Apr. 

31 

2 30 Bingham Road ■> K vin McLaughlin 

2 Rock Chapel & Waterdown Joan Page 


Apr. 

13 

2 Stoney Creek 

Robert Waldhuber 

Brown Thrashe r 

Apr. 

8 # 

1 54 Erie Avenue 

Marie Demo re 


Apr. 

9 

1 Pearl St. S. 

Len & Madge Powell 


Apr. 

11 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

American Robin 

Mhr. 

22 

300 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Hermit Thrush 

Apr. 

7F 

1 Beamer Cons. Area 

George Meyers 

Eastern Bluebird 

Apr. 

4* 

1 Beamer Cons. Area 

Bob Westmcre 

Blue-g Gnatcatcher 

Apr. 

20 # 

1 Burloak Woods 

Mark Jennings 

Golden-crowned 

Mar. 

18 

1 University Landing 

David Agro 

Kinglet 

Mar. 

20 

2 Hopkins Tract, R.B.G. 

David Agro 


Apr. 

5F 

1 Red Hill Creek 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Apr. 

5 

2 Beamer Cons. Area 

Michael Clark 

Ruby-cr. Kinglet 

Apr. 

8 F 

1 N of Dry Lake, Cayuga 

Mike Furber 

Water Pipit 

Mar. 

23# 

8 Dundas Hydro Station 

J. Olmsted, W. Smith 

Cedar Waxwing 

Mar. 

30 

12 East Burlington 

Mrs. R. Hepworth 


Apr. 

17 

7 845 Eagle Drive 

Laurel North 

Myrtle Warbler 

Apr. 

12F 

1 Shell Park, Brc.nte 

George & Laurel North 


Apr. 

13 

3, 5 Westdale Park; Grimsby 

D. Agro; G. Meyers 

Pine Warbler 

Apr. 

20 # 

1, 1 Grimsby; Bronte 

Cherriere; Jennings 

Eastern M 

Mar. 

20F 

10 West Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 

Meadowlark 

Mar. 

20 

1 South Oriskany, Cayugs 

Mike Furber 


Mar. 

23 

1 Green Mountain Road 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Rusty Blackbird 

Apr. 

4F 

30 Beamer Ccns. Area 

Bob Westmore 


Apr. 

4 

5 McCollum Rd., Winona 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Evening Grosbeak 

Apr. 

11 

3 Beamer Ccns. Area 

George Meyers 

Purple Finch 

Apr. 

9F 

1 Beamer Cons. Area 

George Meyers 


Apr. 

9 

1 Mountain Ave. Reservoir Olmsted, Snider 

House Finch 

kfer. 

31, Apr.l, 2 18 Oak Knoll Dr. 

H enry A. Sprague 


Apr. 

6 

1 Oakville 

Donald R. Gunn 

Rufous-s. Towhee 

Apr. 

9F 

1 Mountain Av Reservoir 

J. Olmsted, R. Snider 

Savannah Sparrow 

Apr. 

5* 

1 Smithville 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Vesper Sparrow 

Apr. 

6 # 

1 H agersville 

Bob Westmore 

Field Sparrow 

Mar. 

23 F 

1 Grimsby 

George Meyers 


Apr. 

4 

1 Oakes Road 

Kevin McLaughlin 

White-crowned 

Mhr. 

23 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Sparrow 

Apr. 

2 

1 Cone. 5, Waterdown 

Harold Lang 

White-throated Sp. 

Mar. 

21F 

4 North Shore Blvd. 

Thelma Powell 

Fox Sparrow 

Apr. 

5* 

1 Beamer Cons. Area 

Gerry Whitworth 


Apr. 

13 

1, 4 Mtn. Brow; Bronte 

D. Andrus; M. Jennings 

Swamp Sparrow 

Mar. 

13 

3 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Apr. 

13 

2 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Song Sparrow 

Mhr. 

5F 

1 Grimsby 

George Meyers 


Apr. 

7 

20 Dundas H ydro Station 

Michael Clark 


Please send your bird records by the 10th of the month to George W. North, 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3, or phone 634-5463 
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BOOKS DONATED TO TIIE HAMILTON NATURALISTS CLUB 


The books listed below were donated to our club by Mrs. Gertraut MacLaren 
in memory of Dr, Robert G.G, MacLaren. They have been placed in the R.B.G. 
Library for safekeeping with plates to be inserted in each book having this 
wording - 

From the Library 
of the 

HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 
Originally donated to the Club 
by 

Mrs. Gertraut MacLaren 
in memory of Dr. Robert G. C. MacLaren 
1924 - 1900 


1. Plant Life (paperback) - Scientific American 

2. Collection and Care of Botanical Specimens (Can.Dept.of Agriculture) 

3. Native Trees of Canada - 2 volumes - 6th and 7th Editions (soft covers) 

4. Britton and Brovin - 3 volumes 

5. The Birds of the London Area - London Natural History Society (Britain) 

6. Audubon Mater Bird Guide - Richard H. Pough 

7. The Heron by Frank Lowe 

0. Popular Handbook of Rarer British Birds by P.A.D. Hollom 
5. De Vogels Van Bos En ileide - L. J. Veen (Amsterdam) 

10. Britain's Nature Reserves - E.li. Nicholson 

11. Bird Wonders of Australia - Alec H. Chisholm 

12. The Earth and its Atmosphere (paperback) - D, R. Bates 

13. Gray's Manual of Botany - Eighth Edition 

14. Handbook of the British Flora - Ben than) and Hooker 

15. Animal Ecology (Paperback) - W. H. Dowdeswell 

16. The New VI ay of the Wilderness - Calvin Rutstrum 

17. Newcomb's Uildflower Guide 

10. The Cell Carl P. Swanson (paperback) 

19. Sea Birds - James Fisher and R. M. Lockley 

20. Illustrations of the British Flora - W.M. Fitch 

21. A Field Guide to Trees and Shrubs - Petrides 

22. A field Guide to the Birds of Britain and Europe-Peterson-Mountfort-Hollom 

23. The New Field Book of American Wild Flowers - Rickett 

24. Collins Guide to Mushrooms and Toadstools - Lange 5: Hora 

25. Edible and Poisonous Mushrooms of Ca ada - Can. Dept, of Agriculture 
27. Vascular Flora of Ohio - Volume 1 - Lucy Braun 

2G. Twentieth Century Bestiary (Paperback) - Scientific American 

29. Grasses - Lauren Brown 

30. The Physiography of Southern Ontario - Chapman - Putnam 

31. Silurian Statigraphy and Paleontology of the Niagara Escarpment in Ontario 

Dept, of Mines and Technical Surveys 
Memoir 224 - Toronto“Hamilton Area 
Memoir 2G5 - Niagara Escarpment 

32. Birds of Wellington County - Brewer (paperback) 

33. Vascular plants of Norfolk County - Landon 

34. Toronto the Green - Toronto Field Naturalists 

33, The Rare Vascular Plants of Ontario - Argus and White 

36. Techniques for the Preservation of Natural Areas 

37. Pleistocene Geology of the Hamilton-Galt Area -Narrow 

38. Wild Plants of Canada - Spotton-Cosens-Ivey 

39. Birds of North America (Golden Press soft cover) - Robbins & c. . ,-i : 

40. Vascular Plants of the Bruce Peninsula - F.O.N. - 1969 (updated) (soft cover) 

■ (see note at bottom of page 136) 


' » 
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EVENTS AT THE R.D.G. 


(for infomation call 527-1158) 


Saturdays, 
May 3, 10, 
24 


Sundays 
May 4, 11, 
25 


Saturday 
May 17 


Saturday 
May 31 


Wednesday 
June 4 & 
Saturday 
June 7 


Thursday 
June 12 


Saturday 
June 21 


SPRING WILDFLOWER STUDIES 

Field studies of early-flowering native plants,with visits to 
contrasting habitats. S:30 a.m. May 3 at the Children's Garden, 

May 10 at the Nature Centre, and May 24 at Rock Chapel,James Pringle 

EARLY RISER BIRD WALKS 

An excellent opportunity to observe birds during one of their most 
active periods when migrants are numerous and resident birds are 
establishing nesting territories. Meet at Cherry Hill Gate at 7 
a.m. Hikes led by staff and guests.Co-ordinator John Lamoureux, 

BIRDS UP CLOSE 

A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. This is a unique 
opportunity to observe and photograph birds at close range as the 
techniques of trapping and banding songbirds are demonstrated, 

7:30 a.m, at the Nature Centre. Len Simser. 

BOAT TOUR IN COOTES PARADISE 

A visit to Cootes Paradise to observe different fish habitats and to 
see a variety of fish species taken from a 'pound' net. 9:30 a.m. 
at the boathouse at the Arboretum. Register by May 28.Maximum 16, 
Register by calling 527-1158. John Lamoureux. 

THE KEY TO TREES 

An indoor session to explain the use of identification keys, the 
local forest types, and factors affecting our forests. Wednesday at 
7 p.m, at the Nature centre; followed by a hike to identify trees 
and to discuss their importance to various cultures. Saturday at 
10 a.m. at the Nature Centre. Brian Holley. 

CAMPER'S COOKBOOK 

A field study of edible wild plants, including those that could 
supplement the camper's provisions or be used as emergency food. 

The session will include preparation of some of the materials col¬ 
lected, Emphasis will be placed on sampling wild plants with ecolo¬ 
gical discretion. 7 p.m. at the Children's Garden. Register by June 
5. Maximum 25. Fee $2. for members, $3. for non-members. 

Lynn Dennis and Jack Lord. 

LUTHER MARSH BY CANOE 

A trip to Luther Marsh near Arthur, Ontario, by canoe to study 
shallow water biology and bird life. The Luther is an artificial 
marsh constructed as a waterfowl nesting area about 20 years ago. 
Many interesting aquatic plants grow in the marsh; some interesting 
birds nest and live there. Transport to launch site is on your 
own. The RBG provide guides; also canoes,paddles and life preserves 
for those who opt to use RBG canoes, 9:30 a.m. at RBG Centre. . 
Register by June 18. Fee $2. per family with their own canoe; $5, 
per individual with canoe supplied by RBG. 3 to a canoe. 

Guides James Pringle and John Lamoureux, 


Books Donated -(continued from page 135) 

Note : You are reminded that these books, as well as all other books in the 
RBG Library, are available to H.N.C. members in good standing who nay 
wish to borrow them from tine to tine. 
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HOW MANY GREAT BLUE HERONS ARE THERE IN ONTARIO? 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO CENSUS COLONIES 

During 1970 and 1979 5 the Ontario Heronry Inventory(OIII) recorded the 
locations of over 550 Great Blue Heron breeding colonies. Volunteers are 
now being sought to help census as many of these as possible during the 
summers of 1 900 and 1901. OHI is a joint project of the Long Point Bird 
Observatory, the Canadian Wildlife Service(Ontario Region) and the Ministry 
of Natural Resources, 

A trial census carried out with "guinea pig" volunteers in 1979 showed 
that volunteers and OHI staff came up with very similar counts, even though, 
counts ware done several weeks apart. This indicates that inexperienced 
personnel who follow the instructions carefully can make an accurate census. 
Just as important, we learned that the procedure can be quickly and effi¬ 
ciently performed, without disturbance to breeding herons. 

Briefly, the census is done as follows. During the middle part of the 
nestling period (June, in most areas), the counter and one or two helpers 
enter the colony and put a tag on each tree with nests in it, writing down 
the number of nests in each tree as it is tagged. (Tagging tape will be 
provided to all volunteers). Nests are recorded as "active" or "inactive" 
according to definitions detailed in the instructions. After a check to make 
certain all nest trees have been found, tags are removed and the censusers 
leave. Even the largest colonies can be counted within 2 hours, and it 
usually takes much less time. 

No special qualifications are needed to volunteer, outside of a willing¬ 
ness to participate and to return accurate records promptly to the organiser. 
Although boots and insect repellant may be essential equipment, the 
experience is one you will long remember as a rewarding and a useful one. 

Actual census data are essential in establishing baseline data against which 
to measure future changes in population size. 

Readers who would like to volunteer to count one or more heronries 
during June, 1990 should write to Ontario Heronry Inventory, c/o LPCO, box 160, 
Port Rowan, Ontario NOE IM), giving name, address, telephone number and 
general location in which you wish to count. You will be sent instructions and 
tagging tape, along with information about and directions to, the colony(s) 
we would like you to census. We need densusers in every part of Ontario, but 
as southwestern areas are likely to be "over-subscribed), we are particularly 
anxious to hear from people who are willing to count in a location in Central 
eastern or northern Ontario. 

In addition, we would like to hear from persons willing to co-ordinate 
efforts in their region. (This will involve liason with volunteers in your 
area and attempting to find extra volunteers if not enough come forward to 
cover all colonies). 

Lastly, we are still seeking information on locations of colonies, and 
need complete information if our census converage is to be complete. If you 
know of a heron colony and have not previously reported it, please write us 
at the address above, noting where it is. If the colony is new to us, we 
will send you forms requesting additional information. 

Hare is your chance to make a contribution to an important scientific 
enquiry while enjoying a day in the field with an impressive and beautiful bird 
Write to us soon to volunteer your help. 

Joanne Siderius, OHI Biologist Erica Dunn, LPBP Research 

Associate 
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TO LONG POINT, SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 190 0 

by Hazel Broker 

After a wet and chilly Good Friday, Saturday dawned bright with clear blue 
skies. Twenty-two eager birders in eight cars set out for Long Point with Barry 
Jones as leader. At the Grand River in Caledonia we watched a flock of Tree 
Swallows skim over the river and re3t in the trees along the shore with three 
early-arriving Cliff swallows. 

Flocks of Robins, Common Grackles and male Red-winged Blackbirds were seen 
as we drove along Highway 6 towards Port Dover. What a thrill to see the Great 
Blue Herons in good numbers on their nesting site near Nanticoke. Red-tailed 
Hawks soared overhead and in the woods by the road we caught a glimpse of Golden- 
crowned Kinglets. 

Travelling the by-ways instead of the main highways we skirted Port Dover 
and wandered through orchard and tobacco land to the Normandale Fish Hatchery. 

A walk beside the pond gave us a good opportunity to observe Blue-winged and 
Green-winged Teal, Bufflehead, Mallards and a pair of Canada Geese at close range. 
Blue Jays called in the woods. Robins and a Meadowlark were feeding on the lawn 
near the parking lot. 

Our next stop was the view point overlooking the Turkey Point Marshes. A 
Phoebe called nearby and we discovered the pair ggoing in and out the broken 
windows of the old farmhouse. Judging from their actions they have found a 
suitable nest-site inside. A Song Sparrow called from the shrubs on the hillside 
but a few Gadwall 3eemed to be the only ducks on the ponds below. As we left the 
area a Belted Kingfisher flew across the road in front of us. 

There was a large concentration of Canada Geese at Browns Pond and as we 
watched several more small flocks came in to feed on the fields. Three Blue Geese 
several Mallards and a Killdeer were sighted among the geese and a half-mile along 
the road Ring-billed Gulls by the hundreds fed on the cultivated land. 

Along the Long Point Causeway there were only small numbers of ducks-Buffle- 
head, Scaup, Canvasback, Ruddy- and a few Coot. Four Forster's Tern rested on a 
log near shore within easy viewing distance and a Fox Sparrow was sighted in the 
willows. 

At the parking lot beyond the campground, Herring Gulls, Shovelers and a 
female Common Merganser were added to the list plus a Mourning Cloak Butterfly 
found sheltering from the wind and three spotted turtles sunning themselves on 
the grassy hummocks. Probably the number of birds seen out on the point were 
few because of the number of fishermen searching for pike along the ponds and 
channels, 

A stop at the Port Rowan Sex^age Ponds provided the largest concentration 
of ducks for the day- Gadwall, American Widgeon, Blue-winged and Green-winged 
Teal, Redhead, Ring-necked, Canvasback, Scaup, and Bufflehead. A Kestrel, a 
Mourning Dove and a large flock of Red-winged Blackbirds moved by as we enjoyed 
this vantage point. 

Our search for Bluebirds was not successful but a Cardinal, Rusty Blackbirds 
and a Horned Grebe were sighted by some of the group bringing the day's total 
to thirty-eight, species. Our thanks to Barry Jones for his excellent leadership 
and a well-planned day. 
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OUR WILDFLOWERS A PLEA FOR PROTECTION 

There is, undeniably, in all of nature (as in all men), a will to live. 

A reverence for life and compassion for all living creation is a rationale 
supremely important in our lives. 

Wild flowers are living entities, and as they share with us the divine gift 
of life, they are fellow creatures, and have a right, however humble, to their 
place in the universe. 

The beautiful White Trillium -- emblem flower of our Province of Ontario -- is a 
splendid example. It has always been a favourite, and is wont to be gathered in 
huge bunches each May by well-meaning children and grown-ups alike. It is a 
perennial and as soon as the flowering season is over, the plant sets its green 
leaves to work and sends down food to the bulb to build up its sprout for the 
succeeding year. The plant's collar of green leaves stands at the top of 
the flowering stalk, and when we pluck the stalk the plant dies, or is left 
without sprout or seed. 

All leafy-stemmed wild flowers (such as Lady-slippers, wild lillies,etc.) are 
in the same category as the Trillium and to pick them is to destroy the plant, 
so dependent are they on their leafy stems to complete their growing and repro¬ 
ductive cycle. 

Some of our loveliest wild flowers are annuals -- or biennials -- that die in 
the year of their bloom. By picking these we prevent the seeding and doom the 
plants to extinction. The Blue Fringed Gentian is an outstanding example. Those 
who have been in the habit of picking these flowers have done so, no doubt, in 
perfect innocence, but if they revisit in succeeding years, they will note that 
where they had done their picking, the colonies have either dwindled greatly or 
completely disappeared. 

The perennial Cardinal Flower (one of our most outstanding red wild flowers) has 
suffered unmercifully in recent years through picking and destruction of habitat. 

Here in our Province of Ontario, with ever-increasing housing development, areas 
where wild flowers grow and flourish are becoming scarcer and scarcer. 

Wild flowers do not take kindly to transplanting to our gardens, or removal to 
an area where/without exceeding skill, expertise and knowledge of soil and habitat 
requirements, they will ultimately die. 

Our native wild flowers never look so vjell in a trim garden bed as they do in 
their natural setting of leafy grove, wooded swamp or sphagnum bog, with the 
freedom of the wild and the companions nature has assigned them. 

Should you be impelled to move wild plants due to development and the ultimate 
destruction of the place where they are flourishing, endeavour to duplicate exactly 
the condition where they are found growing. 

It would seem that those of us who are priviledged to enjoy a "cottage retreat" 
would be loathe to destroy the natural surroundings. This is not so. 

How much preferable it would be to leave "the wild to the wild"'. With so many 
attractive domestic plants to challenge our green thumbs"--would it not be better 
to confine our activities to plant boxes, hanging pots, and beds adjacent to the 
cottage, wherein plants such as Geraniums, Petunias, Impatiens,etc. could supply 
attractive and colourful displays? By so doing, we will have the best of two 
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worlds — the natural area which will provide unending pleasure if its development 
is followed — and a display nearby for our personal care and attention. 

An editorial in a recent issue of the British Columbia Wildlife Review states in 
part: "Pew would argue that the very existence of wildlife adds a certain quality 
to our surroundings. When wildlife is lost from, an area, our recreational options 
are reduced accordingly} our lives are just a little poorer for the loss. In 
short, our environment, in the broadest sense of the word, is degraded. The pro¬ 
cess has already begun which, if left unchecked, nay result in conditions that we 
will ourselves be unable to live in. It is simply a matter of degree." 

Good outdoor manners consist of enjoying but NOT destroying. Leave the plants for 
others to soe. Keep in mind: "LET NO ONE SAY — AND SAY IT TO YOUR SHAME — THAT 
ALL WAS BEAUTY HERE BEFORE YOU CAME."! 

(The above article was written for the Federation of Ontario Naturalists for use 
in their Spring ’80 campaign by Marion S. Shivas.) 


Report of General Meeting. April 14. 1980 - (continued from page 129) 


categories of macroscopic fungi. In the illustration of individual mushrooms it 
was refreshing to hear our speaker give the genus and species names and then spend 
tine to show us what the Latin binomial nomenclature meant. Often these Latin 
terms described some aspect of the anatomy, habits or habitat of a particular fun¬ 
gus plant. 

Dr. Krug made the point that myths that have commonly been used to destinguish 
edible from poisonous mushrooms should be treated as just that, a myth. The only 
way that a mushroom gourmet can be sure of the edible nature of wild fungi is to 
be sure of its exact identity as some poisonous mushrooms often look like harmless 
edible forms and vice versa. 

One of the most useful features that can be used to pin down the identity of 
fungi is the form and colour of their spores. Our speaker also illustrated the 
typical life cycle of a common macroscopic fungus and inducated that mistakes in 
identity can be made if you do not examine tho mature form of the mushroom. 

So dear fellow members, heed and beware this spring, summer and fall when 
picking mushrooms. Remember well the lessons learned from our speaker. We would 
not wish to read any epitaphs such as appeared above the head of an old avid 
mushroom gourmet which read as follows: 

Here lies our dear Mary 
I/ho committed Heri Keri 
By eating while among us 
A supposed edible fungus. 


Marion Shivas thanked our speaker and made the point that a good many of the 
fungi shown by Dr. Krug in his slides can be found in our nature sanctuaries. 


Thanks also to Ruth and Wallace Hopkins for serving as our hostess and host 
for the evening. 


by John Heaslip, Secretary, HNO. 


"I have need of the sky, (submitted by Marion Shivas) 

I have business with the grass; 

I will up and get me away where the hawk is wheeling 
Lone and high, 
and the slow clouds go by. 

I will get me away to the waters that glass 
the clouds as they pass. 

I will get me away to the woods." 


Hovey 
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CO RRESPONDENCE CORRESPONDENCE CORRESPONDENCE 

Impressed By Accuracy ! 

"Many thanks for sending me the copy of "The Wood Duck" with your article on 
Birding in Bermuda. (Vol. 33, page 83, Feb/80). I must say that I was very impressed 
by its accuracy. From past experience with visiting birders who write articles on 
their return I have to admit that this is most unusual! 

"I have just now returned from an expedition to Haiti where I revisited the 
nesting colonies of the Black-capped Petrel which I re-discovered there in 1963* 
Those birds seem to be holding their own reasonable well too." 

Sincerely, 

David B. Wingate, 
Conservation Officer. 

Dept, of Agr. & Fisheries 
Botanical Gardens, Paget, 
Box 834, Hamilton 5,Bermuda 


FROM THE EDITOR 

WOOD DUCK COLLATING : 

This final issue for the season was collated and mailed with the help of 
Percy Wykes, Ruth Atkinson, Agnes Hamstra and Kathleen Moore. The help we have re¬ 
ceived throughout the whole season has been much appreciated and things for the 
most part went very smoothly. There was a last minute change in the collating 
schedule last month and the credit should go to Hazel Broker, Laurel North, Lydia 
Hamilton and Phyllis Vair who helped Sheila Forbes instead of the previously 
scheduled team reported in the last Wood Duck. Everyone can relax a little now until 
next Aug. 

WOOD DUCK AR TICLES ; 

I would like to thank all those who have been sending in newspaper articles 
and such like when original articles have been scarce. They are good to have on 
hand even though I haven't been able to print very many of them as yet. Original 
articles of course teRe precedence, and we have done pretty well this season in 
that regard. 

The next meeting of the new season will be held on Sept. 8, 1980 of which 
details will follow in the September WOOD DUCK. Deadline for the September WOOD 
DUCK is August 1st. I wish you all a pleasant summer season. 


1980 SPRING WATCH 

As reported in the last issue, the spring season got off to a late start this 
year but has made a good recovery during the past few weeks. At this writing, (Apr. 
22) spring growth is in general about 5 days behind normal, and will probably re¬ 
main slightly behind normal through May barring an extreme heat wave. 

The first of the Chorus frogs were heard in Burlington on April 3, and Coltsfoot 
was seen on April 4* The first blooms of Hepatica were noted at Bronte about Apr. 13, 
which was about 10 days later than last year. To date the following first flowering 
dates have been observed at Bronte: Spring Beauty - April 18; Blue Cohosh - April 20; 
Wild Ginger - April 17, American Elm - April 12/l3- 

It was interesting to note that this season spring growth at Bronte was about 4/ 
days ahead of similar conditions in Mississauga. This difference has now dropped to 
about 2 days. This is probably explained by the fact that the "lake effect" has. 
held back temperatures at Bronte while there have been more warmer days in Mississ¬ 
auga especially a few miles away from the lake. 







THE WOOD DUCK 


The WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club and is produced by volunteer members of the Club. The WOOD DUCK 
I is published 9 times yearly from September to May inclusive and it is 
mailed free to members .Contributions for publication are most welcome 
land should be addressed to the Editor, Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road, 
^Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8. Deadline for receipt of material is the 1st 
i 0 f the month preceding publication date. Articles may be repnnte 
•Without permission but credit lines would be appreciated. Send Note- 

Ilvforthy Bird Records to Geo. North,^ . 
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